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The Arts Council is pleased to present educators with the 2011-2012  

Arts Resource Guide for Teachers. This guide is filled with information about 

local arts organizations that have programs available for children in grades K-

12. These programs include a wide variety of field-trips, in-school performances, 

lectures, classes and much more. We hope that this guide enable you to incorpo-

rate the arts into your classroom and expose your students to the abundance of 

creativity and culture that Huntsville has to offer. The Arts Council  strives to 

support local educators who work hard everyday to provide a quality education 

to our children, and we hope that this guide will assist you in your efforts.  
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Academy Children's Theater of the Academy for Academics and Arts & 

Independent Musical Productions, Inc. 

P.O. Box 10066   

Huntsville, AL 35801 OR  

223 Dove Hollow Drive  

Meridianville, AL 35759 

256-828-6880 

Contact person: Vivienne Atkins vivandken@bellsouth.net 

 

 

Summer Musical Theatre Workshop 

ñSteppinô to the Bad SideéBroadway Villainsò 
 

$175  or $25 deposit with balance due on first day of workshop 

 

 For 16 consecutive years, our Summer Musical Theater workshop has brought 

fun and knowledge to area students who love music and the stage! 

In this workshop, students will be instructed in stage technique, acting, creative 

movement, and choreography, all blending together in a polished professional 

performance. 

Students who study the arts learn self-discipline, poise and self-confidence.  The 

two-week workshop culminates in a public performance featuring the young 

people in an exciting stage presentation!  This year's theme will encompass the 

ñbad side of Broadwayò - the villains that make the shows so exciting, such as 

Cruella Deville, Captain Hook, as well as more serious villains such as Sweeney 

Todd and Dr. Jekyll / Mr. Hyde. 

 

Workshop dates are June 6 through June 16.  Registration should be completed 

by June 1.  Classes are available for children ages 6 ï 11 in the mornings and 

ages 12 ï 18 in the afternoon.  The workshop concludes with a full-length musi-

cal theater performance which is free to the public. 

 

Academy Childrenõs Theater of the  

Academy for Academics & Arts 



1405-C Weatherly Plaza 

Huntsville, Alabama 35803 

(256)881-5930 

Contact: David Herriott or Karen Gibb 

deherriott@gmail.com 

keren@alabamayouthballet.org 

www.alabamayouthballet.org 

 

 

Cinderella, A Fairytale Ballet 
Special school performance will take place in April, 2012 at the VBC Playhouse. Edu-

cational Support Materials will be available. Performance will last approximately 1 hour 
and include a guidebook/workbook with information on the story, the music, French and 

ballet history. Please contact  AYB Theatre for more information. 

Show datesï Friday, April 7, 2012 9:15 & 11:15  
Cost- $5 per student 

 

Workshops with instructor Mary Halverstadt  
By using dance as the means, you can teach storytelling methods, orchestral  music, chore-
ography, history, costuming, and much more. Workshops can be arranged for teachers who 

want to learn more about incorporating dance and movement into the classroom. There is a 

fee for these workshops but grant money may be available. These workshops can be one 

day, or weekly for a semester or a year. Instructors are available to work with the students 

as well as the teachers. Contact Mary Halverstadt halverstadt@knology.net  

 

Classroom Demonstrations & Lectures 
Alabama Youth Ballet Theatre is a non-profit organization committed to enriching commu-

nities through the promotion of dance as an art form; inspiring students to achieve their 

individual potential through training and development in the art of dance to the highest 
standards; and performance of dance as a component of student education. AYBT will be 

happy to tailor a lecture demonstration for your school or organization based upon your 

needs. 
AYBT will design a program to meet the needs of your school's curriculum. By using dance 

as the means, you can teach storytelling methods, orchestral music, choreography, history, 

costuming, and much more. If you would like to book a mini-performance, we would be 
happy to accommodate your needs, as well. These demonstrations are best suited for stu-

dents in pre-K thru 8th grade. A  limited number of the lecture-demonstrations each year 

are free in exchange for material distribution to students. 
 

Other Programs 
¶ Dance program for homeschool students 

¶ Scholarships for the Alabama Youth Ballet classes 

¶ Dance Connection  

¶ Foot Prints children's creative dance company for ages 8-12. 

Alabama Youth Ballet Theatre  
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7908C Charlotte Drive  

Huntsville, Alabama 35802  

(256)883-1105  

Contact: Linda Vanrell  

arsnovaschool81@bellsouth.net  

www.arsnovahsv.com  
  

In addition to music education, Ars Nova offers touring shows to area 

schools.  These youth for youth performances have educated and entertained 

thousands of students for over ten years.  Shows are beloved childrenôs classics 

such as Disney and Dr. Seuss productions. Tours can be scheduled for $1 per 

student with scholarships available.  Touring shows made possible by a grant by 

the Alabama State Council of the Arts. 

  

Musical Theatre Class  
Admission: $240 per semester (15 weeks)  

Classes will explore all aspects of musical theatre performance, including charac-

ter development using voice and body, musical theatre dance steps based on stu-

dent ability and successful auditioning. As part of the completion of this course, 

students will prepare for a mock audition and will perform for a panel of local 

directors. Taught by Kristen Tumminello these classes prepare the singer/actor 

for future shows and auditions.  

Middle School Class ï Wednesday 4:30 ï 5:30 p.m.  

High School Class ï Wednesday 5:45 ï 6:45 p.m.  

  

Private Voice & Piano Instruction  
Admission: Call for pricing  

Voice Instructors: Dr. Ginger Beazley, Kristin Tumminello, Gloria Ko, Debra 

Saylor and Dixie Harrison  

Piano instructors: Terry Jackson, Debra Saylor and Robert Lubin  

Included in the 15-week semester is theory & sight-singing for students free of 

charge. These courses provide the necessary skills for students who are looking to 

pursue a career in music or would just like more music knowledge. Students are 

able to use these classes to take the National Music Certificate Examinations 

which have ten grades plus further certification levels for teachers. Ars Nova 

provides classes to cover the needs of students for any grade exam.  

Also included are Performance Classes, held one day a month, where students 

perform for each other and in which the instructor gives tips and works with each 

student. 

Ars Nova School of the Arts  

mailto:arsnovaschool81@bellsouth.net
http://www.arsnovahsv.com
http://arsnovahsv.com/
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Barbershop Harmony Society 

PO Box 4512 

Huntsville, Alabama 35815 

(256)881-0213 

Contact: Fred Bender 

ghidra@bellsouth.net 

rocketcitychorus.org 

 

 

 

Classroom Performance 
 
Fee:  No charge 

 

Barbershop Quartet is available to visit local classrooms at agreed-upon time and 

date to perform and demonstrate the barbershop art form. Male student participa-

tion is encouraged for the demonstration. 

 

Barbershop Harmony Society is for males age 12 and up. 

Barbershop Harmony Society 
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Early Works Childrenõs Museum 

Early Works Childrenôs Museum 

404 Madison St. 

Huntsville AL 35801 

(256)564-8124 

jeff.stott@huntsvilleal.gov 

www.earlyworks.com 

 

FIELD TRIPS TO EARLY WORKS, ALABAMA CONSTITUTION  VILLAGE & 

HISTORIC HUNTSVILLE DEPOT 

Admission: $7.00 - one museum, $10.00 - 2 museums, $12.00 - 3 museums 

Your students will enjoy the interactive exhibits including a keel boat and a talking tree at 

Early Works Childrenôs Museum. For the little ones, we have fun and games in Biscuitôs 

backyard at Early Works and Little Tootôs Imagination Station at the Depot. History comes 

alive at The Civil War kids Encampment at the Depot and Folklife Festival at Alabama 

Constitution Village. Our museums merrily celebrate the holidays with Elf University at 

Early Works, Santaôs Village at Alabama Constitution Village, and Storybook Christmas at 

the Historic Huntsville Depot. All education programs at Early Works Museum Complex 

align with the Alabama State Course of Study. At all three sites, we are committed to 

providing multi-sensory social and history learning experiences for your students. For a 

complete listing, please check our website. 

 

EARLYWORKS ELECTRONIC FIELD TRIPS 

Contact: Nicole Strickland education@huntsvilleal.gov 

Fee: $125.00 - 40 min interactive telecast production. 

Experience history and interact with historical interpreters without leaving your classroom. 

Distance learning technology allows your students to experience unique history lessons 

without leaving school. Every electronic fieldtrip correlates with national history standards 

and is tailored for your specific needs. Visit www.earlyworks.com for more information 

 

EARLYWORKS SCHOOL FIELD TRIPS 

GREAT AMERICAN SERIES ï MEET ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

OFFERED SEPT 13-15, 2011 

Admission - $7.00 

A two hour education program for grades 3-8 at Early Works with on hour devoted to Presi-

dent Abraham Lincoln and on hour on an exploration of Lincolnôs life through exhibits and 

activities found throughout Early Works. The hour-long interactive performance with Lin-

coln focuses on Lincolnôs leadership skills, early life on the farm, his desire to better him-

self and use his self-taught skills, and the slavery controversy which catapulted him to 

fame. There will be a question and answer session. President Lincoln will pose with class-

rooms interested a photo with the president. 

 

EARLYWORKS SCHOOL FIELD TRIPS 

FOLKLIFE FESTIVAL OFFERED APRIL 24-28, 2011 

Admission- $7.00 
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4414-B Evangel Circle 

Huntsville, Alabama 35810 

(256)541-0385 

Contact: Monique Ryan 

www.dancetheatreofhuntsville.com 

 

 

 
 

 

DTH Performing Company  
 

Fee:  Contact for more information 
Dance Theatre of Huntsvilleôs Performing Company, formed under the direction of 

Monique Ryan, is a gifted and powerful group of performers, as well as teachers and    

choreographers.   
The Project was formed not only as a performing troupe, but as group that educates and 

enlightens the general public, young and old, through instructional workshops and lectures 

about dance, the performing arts and other creative dramatics.   
If you are interested in adding some flair to your next function or party, invite Dance   

Theatre of Huntsvilleôs Performing Company to perform.  

 

DTH Community Outreach 
 
Fee:  Contact for more information 

The Dance Theatre of Huntsville also sponsors special events and provides public        
performances, which allow other artists, performers and choreographers the advantage to 

produce and premiere work. 

In the past, DTH has sponsored the following events: 
 

¶ Get on the Good Foot Hip-Hop Workshop 

¶ Spiritual Praise Dance Workshops 

¶ West African Drumming and Dance Workshop with master dancer and      

drummer,  Ojinga Love 

¶ Hip-Hop/Jazz Workshop taught by Stephen  

¶ ñTwitchò Boss, of MTVôs Wade Robson Project 

 

DTH Classes 
 
Fee: Contact for more information  
Styles: Hip Hop, Tap, Ballet, Creative Movement, Praise, Jazz, West African, Latin 

Dance Theatre of Huntsville offers professional dance instruction in a non-competitive 

environment for adults and children (starting at age 2 İ ). All levels are available and  
beginners are welcome. 

Dance Theatre of Huntsville 
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3312 Long Avenue 

Huntsville, Alabama 35805 

(256)539-6829  

fax (256)539-6835 

Contact: Karen Alexander 

fph@knology.net 

www.letthemagicbegin.org 

 

 

 
 

 

Workshops and Classes 

Tuition: varies per class  

Fantasy Playhouse Academy of Theater    
offers affordable, year-round personalized instruction in beginning and advanced  acting, 

auditioning, theater games, musical theater dance and singing, story-type drama, stage 

makeup, improvisation, summer Artsplash Camps, Performance Workshops, sewing, and 
much more for  students ages 5 through adults. There are 3 schedules per year:  

Fall: August ï December 

Winter: January ï May 

Summer: June ï July.  

What makes Fantasyôs classes fun and informative are the highly trained and  

experienced teachers. Fantasyôs staff consists of four licensed KindermusikÈ teachers, and 
5 performing arts teachers.  

 

Fantasy Playhouse Academy of Theater also offers a 12-week Kindermusik program for 
children 3 1/2 months to 4 years.  These music classes incorporate the most current research 

on early childhood development and provide families a special place for learning and con-

necting with other parents and babies through music and movement. 
 

Auditions  
The scope of  the Fantasy stage productions reaches beyond the format of adults performing 

for young audiences in that all age-appropriate roles are filled by children and youth, on 
stage and behind the scenes. No fees are assessed for appearing in Fantasy shows, or for 

costumes.  
Audition dates are available on our website www.letthemagicbegin.org. and auditions take 

place at the Fantasy Arts Center, 3312 Long Avenue, Huntsville, AL. 

Fantasy  Playhouse  
Childrenõs Academy of Theatre 

http://www.letthemagicbegin.org/
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3312 Long Avenue 

Huntsville, Alabama 35805 

(256)539-6829 fax (256)539-6835 

Contact: Karen Alexander 

fph@knology.net 

www.letthemagicbegin.org 

 

 

 

Fantasy Players  

In-class & field trips 

Fee: There is a nominal fee for the play performances. 
Special arrangements can be made for Title One Schools.  

Fantasy Players is a troupe of young people who serve as 

ambassadors for the arts and are available to perform at 
schools, libraries, day care programs and community events. They are especially helpful 

with reading programs and can perform short plays (generally under an hour) in the 

schools. Field trips to the Fantasy Arts Center can also be arranged for play performances. 
Field trips to the facility  also include a tour. 

 

Storytelling & Audition Workshop 

In-class & field trips 
Fee: There is a nominal fee for the Story Telling and the Audition Workshop. Special ar-

rangements can be made for Title One Schools.  

Professional instructors from the Academy of Theater are available to come to the schools 
for Story Telling.  They can also provide a 45 minute Audition Workshop, to prepare stu-

dents to audition for community theater and other performance opportunities in the Tennes-

see Valley. The Audition Workshop is also available as a field trip to  and includes a tour of 
the Fantasy Arts Center.  
 

School performances 
The most visible of Fantasyôs programs is its season of live, fully-staged theater childrenôs 

productions, noted for beautiful costumes, innovative staging and technical excellence. 

Each season offers a minimum of ten performances, for four major productions, which 

often serve as an introduction of young audiences to the classics of literature and the myths, 

legends and folk tales which imbue their culture. These lively performances are staged in 
the Playhouse of the Von Braun Center. The scope of these productions reaches beyond the 

format of adults performing for young audiences in that all age-appropriate roles are filled 

by children and youth, on stage and behind the scenes.  
Fantasy Playhouse Children's Theater also offers opportunities for schools to view live 

daytime performances at the Playhouse at the Von Braun Center for a reduced ticket 

price.  Possible school performances for this 2011-2012 season are Arthur and the Magic 
Sword on October 13, 2011 and Many Moons (based on the short story by James Thurber) 

on Februry 23, 2012.  Call the Fantasy office for more information and to arrange to reserve 

tickets.  Space is available on a "first come, first serve" basis. 

 

 

Fantasy  Playhouse  
Childrenõs Academy of Theatre 
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Gabrielle's Face Painting 

3404 Oakmont Ave 

Huntsville, Al 35810 

256-656-0969 

GabriellesFacePainting@Live.com 

www.Facebook.com/GabriellesFacepainting 

 

 

Gabrielle's Face Painting is a service in Huntsville AL 

that specializes inspiring children through the arts. We 

work with several local and regional facilities we paint 

the children to help ignite their interest in art. Gabriel-

le's Face Painting is available for workshops that focus 

on mentoring children that anything is possible 

through art. Gabrielle's Face Painting is available for parties, and special events. 

We have hundreds of options of faces, we also create themes, and can do make 

up for plays and recreation of historical events.  

 

Gabrielle's Face Painting paints at Mellow Mushroom every Monday for Kids 

Night, And the First Weds of every month @ KidVenture. 

We also have a long list of references available if needed. 

 

Gabrielle's Face Painting is the only Licensed Face Painter/ Body Artist in Hunts-

ville, AL. 

 

Pricing for events and parties is all set on an individual basis.  

Contact for further information. 

 

 

 

Gabrielleõs Face Painting  
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Hawthorne Conservatory 

Hawthorne Conservatory 

205 Lincoln St. 

Huntsville, AL 35801 

(256) 534-1255 

Mary Flynn, Director 

hawthorneconserv@aol.com 

www.centralpresb.org 

 

Hours of operation: 

M-F 2:30-6:30 PM 

 

 

FREE MUSIC LESSONS FOR LOW-INCOME STUDENTS 

 
The Hawthorne Conservatory is a music outreach program of Central  

Presbyterian Church, offering free music lessons and instruments to low-income 

students.  The school is located in the historic Freeman House in downtown 

Huntsville.  Our highly trained and caring staff is dedicated not only to our  

students' musical growth, but to their total personal development - intellectual, 

emotional and, especially, spiritual.  Lessons are currently being offered for  

piano, brass, woodwind and stringed instruments. 
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PO Box 18024 

Huntsville, Alabama 35804 

(256)536-9447  fax (256)536-9447 

Contact: Bill Billions 

info@HollywoodHuntsville.com 

www.HollywoodHuntsville.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Classroom Presentations 
Fee: please contact for more information 
Bill Billions can bring his lights & camera to your 

classroom to demonstrate on-camera acting    con-

cepts.  He pulls students up front, puts them on 
camera, and shows them on your TV monitor or screen.  These workshops are full of ener-

gy and fun for the students. 

 

Teacher Workshops 
Fee: please contact for more information 

We can teach teachers!  We can custom-design classes at our studio for teachers to learn 

principles to take back to the classroom with them. 

 

Classes and Workshops 
Classes are available certain days after school (3:30-5:30 pm).  Class offerings rotate each 
month and are posted on our website. 

 

 

Auditions 
We hold open auditions and invitation-only auditions for our own projects, local film, TV, 

and commercial projects, and national projects.  We have even auditioned a local student 

for a Disney pilot! 

Hollywood Huntsville 
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The Huntsville Art League (HAL)  

Gallery & Visual Arts Center 

3005 L&N Drive 

Huntsville, AL 35801 

(256)534-3860 

Contact: Walt Schumacher or S. Renee Prasil 

Education@HuntsvilleArtLeague.org 

www.HuntsvilleArtLeague.org 

 

Hours of operation- M-F 10AM-6PM,  Sat 12PM-6PM 
 

Admission-Free for non-guided tour of facilities (group size limited to 6 per tour)  $1 

each for guided tour (group size limited to twelve per tour)  $2 each for guided tour with 

short art demonstration.  $5 each for guided tour and mini art lesson (includes all materials) 
(Call ahead for scheduling). 
 

Special camps & programs- The Huntsville Art League (HAL) Gallery and Visual 
Arts Center has Summer Art Camps, Spring and Fall Break Camps and special activities at 

every holiday geared for students of all ages and abilities.  Contact HAL for more infor-

mation and fee schedules. 
 

Workshops & demonstrations- The Huntsville Art League (HAL) Gallery and 
Visual Arts Center provides instruction and/or demonstrations for groups for a small fee.  
Contact HAL for more information. 
 

Interactive programs- The Huntsville Art League (HAL) Gallery and Visual Arts 
Center has over 70 local professional artists from which to provide art workshops for class-

room teachers.  Instruction in a variety of media can be provided.  Contact HAL for more 
information. 
 

After class workshops & professional development- 
The Huntsville Art League (HAL) Gallery and Visual Arts Center has over 70 local     

professional artists from which to provide art workshops for classroom teachers.            

Instruction in a variety of media can be provided.  Contact HAL for more information. 
 

Opportunities- The Huntsville Art League (HAL) Gallery and Visual Arts Center  has 
opportunities for student volunteers in an array of positions, from office to education   

assistance. Contact HAL for more information. 
 

Gallery tours & field trips- The Huntsville Art League (HAL) Gallery and Visual 
Arts Center offers tours of the facilities (Gallery and Studios) for groups.  Free for non-

guided tour of facilities.  Guided tours are available for $1 each student (group size limited 

to twelve per tour) or $2 each for guided tour with short art demonstration.  Mini Art Clas-
ses (with all materials provided) are also available for groups of 16 or less.  Contact HAL 

for more information. 
 

Scholarship programs- Each quarter, The Huntsville Art League (HAL) Gallery and 
Visual Arts Center has a limited number of scholarships available for at-risk and under-
served students.  A teacher referral is required.  Contact HAL for more information. 
 

Residencies, lessons- The Huntsville Art League (HAL) Gallery and  Visual Arts 
Center publishes a Schedule of Classes each quarter in a variety of media for all ages and 

abilities.  Please check the website www.HuntsvilleArtLEague.org for current information.  
Classes vary by quarter.  Private and semi-private lessons are available.   Contact HAL for 

more information.   

http://www.huntsvilleartleague.org/
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Huntsville Ballet Company &  

Huntsville Ballet School  

Community Ballet Association 

800 Regal Drive 

Huntsville, AL 35801 

(256)539-0961 

Contact: Phil Otto 

phil@huntsvilleballet.org 

www.communityballet.org 

 

 
Nutcracker Performance for 3rd Grade 
 Annual Nutcracker performance for all area 3rd 

graders. Teachers may arrange a lecture demo in 

their school prior to performance. 

 

Discover Dance In-school Residency 
Discover Dance In-school Residency is an out-

reach program offered by Huntsville Ballet Com-
pany and Community Ballet Association.  Chil-

dren are given free ballet lessons on their school 

campus.  These opportunities are subject to availa-
bility.    

 

Educational Lectures & Demonstrations 

Educational lectures and demonstrations tailored to needs 

Call studio for requests. 
 

Classes 

Huntsville Ballet Company and School offer a wide array of dance opportunities. 

Summer intensives are taught annually by renowned guest artists 
Full and partial scholarships based on both ability and need. Application forms are available 

at studio.  

 

Teacher Inservice 
A free teacher workshop in fall of 2011 is being planned for Elementary Teachers -  ñDance 
Literacy:  Integrating Dance into the Curriculumò.  Call studio for in September for infor-

mation. 
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Huntsville Botanical Gardens 

 
4747 Bob Wallace Avenue 

Huntsville, Alabama 35805 

(256)430-3572 ext. 226 or 242 

sgoglick@hsvbg.org or rcarter@hsvbg.org 

www.hsvbg.org 

 

 

 

Admission Costs and Requirements:   Please call or visit our website 

www.hsvbg.org for more information. 

 

The Huntsville Botanical Garden is a place where the beauty of nature and the 

wonder of science come together.  By providing learning experiences that are an 

extension of your classroom and in line with National and Alabama Standards, 

your students will discover the amazing natural world around them. 

 

Programs on butterflies and fall foliage will have your students wanting to cap-

ture their beautiful colors; a tour of the Nature Trail will show your students the 

amazing structures of the great outdoors; with birds singing and water falling, the 

musical ear will be inspired. 

 

You wonôt want your students to miss Green U, our festival for the environment,. 

Log on to www.greenualabama.com for more information.  

 

Coming soon, traveling programs for middle school and high school students. 

Visit our website, www.hsvbg.org to view our ever expanding list of programs. 

Donôt see a program that works for you?  Call us and we will be happy to tailor a 

program to fit your needs.  

 

http://www.hsvbg.org/
http://www.greenualabama.com/
http://www.hsvbg.org
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The Huntsville Literary Association 

Web site- http://hla-hsv.org  

 

Poem  

Poem is published every spring and the fall.   Entries are accepted from all ages 

for consideration. Members receive editions as part of their dues payment. Exter-

nal subscriptions are $20 a year.   

 

Young Writers Contest  

This writing contest is open to all Madison County public, private, and parochial 

elementary, middle and high schools and home school organizations.  Entries are 

received and judged during March and April and an award ceremony occurs in 

early May.  

 

Shakespeare Productions at UAH  

In 2012, these productions will occur in February. The first play to be performed 

the first two nights is A Mid Summerôs Night Dream and the third production is 

The Winterôs Tale. All are held at The University of Huntsville University Cen-

ter.  In early fall letters of announcement are sent to English teachers in North 

Alabama. 

 

Poetry Out Loud 

This event is co-sponsored by HLA and the English Department at UA Hunts-

ville. It is a recitation contest where students can recite original or anthology 

works.  In October, local teachers are invited to attend an initial workshop at UA 

Huntsville that explains program goals and processes.  They return to their 

schools and prepare their students for a series of competition events from local to 

state to national.    

Huntsville Literary Association 
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Huntsville Library Foundation 

 
915 Monroe Street 

P.O. Box 443 

Huntsville, AL  35804 

(256)532-5954 

Contact: Amy Gandy, Development Director 

agandy@hmcpl.org 

www.huntsvillelibraryfoundaion.com 

 

A City cannot be great without a great Library.  The Huntsville Library Founda-

tionôs mission is to help the Huntsville-Madison County Library continue to be 

great.  As advocates for the Library, we raise awareness and funds to purchase 

books and other resources that the Library uses to inspire readers and improve 

our communityôs quality of life. 

 

Vive le Livre ï Vive le Livre, or Long Live the Book, is the Foundationôs Annu-

al gala fundraising event.  An evening set aside to ñcelebrate the bookò, Vive 

features a great contemporary author for a keynote address and book signing.  It 

is the goal of the Foundation to share with the community the literary worldôs 

best and brightest as we support the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library. 

 

This yearôs event is November 3rd, 2011 in the North Hall of the VBC featuring 

author Scott Turow. 

 

The Great Big Book Bash gives children and families the opportunity to interact 

with regionally and nationally recognized childrenôs authors/illustrators.  This 

event serves as a kick-off to the Libraryôs Summer Reading Program and will 

take place in May of 2012. 

 
Author Events and Book Signings ï The Foundation provides the community 

with the opportunity to interact with authors of all kinds.  Author events and book 

signings are scheduled throughout the year to accommodate book tour schedules. 

 

mailto:agandy@hmcpl.org
http://www.huntsvillelibraryfoundaion.com/
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The Huntsville-Madison 

County Public Library seeks to enrich our community through materials, information and pro-

grams that are accessible to all, and foster learning in environments that optimally serve our 

patrons. 

12 Branch Locations: 

Huntsville Madison County Public  Library 

Classroom Storytimes 

Fee: Free 

The Huntsville-Madison County Public Library will provide a Librarian to visit your classroom.  This Librarian 

will read several books (you may recommend a topic), discuss the resources of the public library, and encourage 

children to read.  Please specify grade level when contacting the Library, as the Librarian will tailor the program 

to the grade.  
 

Art Displays 

Fee: Free 

The Huntsville-Madison County Public Library is always looking for local art to display!  If you would like to 

give your studentsô artwork public recognition, why not display it in the public library?  It beautifies your local 

library, and the kids get the thrill of seeing their artwork looking official.  All we ask is that teachers mount the 

artwork on construction paper before bringing it to the library.  This helps prevent damage from the hanging 

materials. 
 

Homework Alabama 

Fee:  Free 

An online service available at http://hmcpl.org  that offers free help to Alabama students with Live tutoring help 

available Sunday - Thursday -- 3p.m. until 10 p.m.  in Math - Science - Social Studies ï English for Grades K-

12, College Intro, and Adult Learner. 
 

Digital Media Zone 

Fee: Free 

Check out ebooks, audio books, videos, music on more in our Digital Media Zone download section for digital 

media players. 
 

Events/Programs 

Fee: see listings The Huntsville-Madison County Public Library offers regular events and programs in a wide 

variety of topics, reaching wide audience arrays.   For a complete listing of ongoing events, please see our Kidsô 

events calendar:  http://hmcpl.org/events/kids  
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The Huntsville Museum of Art 

Huntsville Museum of Art 

300 Church Street South 

Huntsville, AL 35801 

Phone: 256-535-4350 ext. 222 or 800-786-9095 

Fax: 256-532-1743 

Laura E. Smith, Museum Academy Director 

lsmith@hsvmuseum.org 

www.hsvmuseum.org 

 

 Bringing People and Art Together 
 

 

Hours: CLOSED MONDAY 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday 

11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Thursday 1 to 4 p.m. Sunday 

 
Admission*: 

Adults, non-members: $8 

Seniors (60+), military,  educators and students with a valid ID (12+): $7 
Groups of 10 or more: $6 

Children (6-11): $4 

Museum members and children under 6: FREE 
*Admission is subject to change during major touring exhibitions. (as of 05/13/11) 

 

Group and School Tours 
Groups of 10 of more may take docent-led tours by appointment with two weeksô notice.  

Call 256-535-4350 ext. 223. 
 

Visit the Huntsville Museum of Art in our beautiful location in Big Spring International 

Park. Take a stroll through our latest exhibitions; admire student artwork in the Childrenôs 
Community Gallery, sign-up for an art class at the Museum Academy, and shop for fun 

items and artsy treasures at the Museum Store. Check the Museumôs website for additional 

educational programs at www.hsvmuseum.org. 
 

North Alabamaôs leading visual arts center fills its seven galleries with a variety of travel-

ing exhibitions and the work of nationally and regionally acclaimed artists. The nationally 
accredited museum also presents shows from its own 2,522-piece permanent collection. 

Named as one of the stateôs ñTop 10ò destinations by the Alabama Bureau of Tourism and 

Travel, the Huntsville Museum of Art has gained a reputation throughout the South for 
bringing high-caliber touring exhibitions to the region. 

 

In November 2010, the Museum opened an additional seven new galleries and four new 
event spaces including two interactive education galleries ï Stender Family Interactive 

Education Center. The exciting and fun interactive education galleries, ART LAB and A 

Walk Through Time, will be on continuous view. ART LAB provides hands on activities, 
which instruct on the basic elements of art. A Walk Through Time takes visitors on a jour-

ney through major events in art history and includes replicas of famous works of art. 
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3185 Leeman Ferry Road 

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

(256)883-3773  fax (256)883-3685 

Contact: Editha Dotson-Bowser 

dita@iceskate.org or hssta@iceskate.org 

www.iceskate.org 

 

 

Hours Open daily Monday - Saturday 

 

Admission: Classes are contracted monthly 

 

Camps & special programs: The Huntsville Skating School and Training 

Academy Offers 4 camps a year. Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter. All Camps dates coor-
dinate with the public school system. 

 

Partnership with schools: The Huntsville Skating School and Training 

Academy partners with any school with our Introduction to Skating program. This program 
includes 4 skating classes , including boot rental, and public session.  

 

School Performances 

Cost $5 per student 
 ñNutcracker on Iceò 2011 school performances for first, second and third grade students. 
Call for more information. 

 

Huntsville Skating School  

and Training Academy 

http://www.iceskate.org/
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The Huntsville Symphony Orchestra 

The Huntsville Symphony Orchestra  
& Burritt on the Mountain 
700 Monroe Street 
Huntsville, AL 35801 
256-539-4818 
Contact: Christie Weber 
christie@hso.org 
www.hso.org 
256-539-4818 
 
 
VIOLIN SUMMER CAMP ï ñMUSIC AROUND 
THE WORLDò 
Produced by: The Huntsville Symphony Orchestra  
& Burritt on the Mountain 
 
Cost is $195 per child.  Call Christie Weber for scholarship information. 
 
Where?  Burritt on the Mountain 
When? 9 a.m. ï 2 p.m. daily 
Who?  K ï 4th grade (rising 1st graders ï rising 5th graders) 
Experience? Children who have never played the violin ï 2 years of experience 
Cost? $195 per person (discount for members of Burritt) 
 
Camp includes: 

§  group violin lessons (2 sessions daily) 

§ general music class 

§ crafts  

§ outdoor activities 

§ snack, and more! (Lunches not provided) 
 
*Limited to 30 students so register now!! 
*Violin rental available for week through Huntsville Symphony School 
 
SYMPHONY MUSICIANS INVESTING IN STUDENT MUSICIANS 

Produced by: The Huntsville Symphony Orchestra & Robbins Music 

 

FREE to students who are performing and working with musicians. 

 

Back by popular demand, this program blends the HSO with the Alabama Bandmasterôs 

District 1 student preparation for All State Band tryouts. Three symphony players will be 

present for practice and audition tips.   The sections of the orchestra that will be represented 

and sent to assist will be wind, brass and percussion. 

Who attends? 

As mentioned, participation in the honor band is by audition-only, invitation for middle 

school and high school aged band students. It is our goal for as many students as possible 

have a positive experience in the audition process. The better their experience, the more 

likely they will be to stick with their respective programs, and to possibly even make Dis-

trict or All State level band.  Area music students , the participants and their parents are a 

captive audience for this event.   

When?  TBA ï please check the HSO website 
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The Huntsville Symphony Orchestra 

700 Monroe Street 

Huntsville, AL 35801 

256-539-4818 

Contact: Debbie Washburn 

debgw@comcast.net 

256-539-4818 

 

YOUNG PEOPLEôS CONCERT & FREE FAMILY CONCERT 

Cost is free to all fourth grade students in the Huntsville City Schools. The Family Concert 

is open and free to the public on Feb. 25, 2012. Both concerts are held in the Mark C. Smith 

Concert Hall. 

The Young Peopleôs Concert is an exciting fourth grade field trip on Feb. 23 and Feb. 24, 

2012. The concert will also include a solo performance at each concert by one or more of 

the 2011-2012 Young Artist Auditions. The Huntsville Symphony guarantees a fun-filled 

concert that will entertain and inform audiences of all ages. Please contact Debbie Wash-

burn to reserve your class. 

The Free Family Concert is a wildly exciting performance featuring the Huntsville Sym-

phony Orchestra and soloists from the Young Artist Auditions on February 25, 2012 at 1:30 

p.m. With pre-concert activities that begin at 12:45 for ages 3 ï 12 this one hour concert 

will have you dancing in your seats! 

 

OPUS TADPOLE 

Produced by: The Huntsville Symphony Orchestra & 

The Little Gym 

Contact: Christie Weber  christie@hso.org 

Opus Tadpole is FREE and open to the public  

 

What sound does an oboe make? What is the difference 

between a flute and a piccolo? How many strings are on 

a harp? Children (and their parents and grandparents) can have fun discovering the answers 

to these musical questions and more during a twenty-minute Music Explorersô Club presen-

tation, Opus Tadpole, an entertaining and interactive way for our youngest listeners to learn 

about the instruments of the orchestra. Grownups will also learn a thing or two! Each thirty-

minute presentation begins at 10:20 a.m. in the Concert Hall and features warm-up activi-

ties from the Little Gym until 10:30.  From 10:30 ï 10:50 a musician from the HSO will 

share his/her instrument. Participants are invited to stay for Sneak Previews at 11:00 a.m. 

(Sneak Preview admission fee is $5) 

 

Dates are: 

October 1, 2011 November 5, 2011 January 21, 2012 February 11, 2012 

March 10, 2012 April 21, 2012 

 

Note: On rare occasions, times and locations for Sneak Previews and Music Explorersô 

Club activities may change. Please call or check the website to confirm scheduling. 

The Huntsville Symphony Orchestra 
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The Huntsville Symphony Orchestra 

The Huntsville Symphony Orchestra  
700 Monroe Street 
Huntsville, AL 35801 
256-539-4818 
Contact: Christie Weber 
christie@hso.org 
www.hso.org 
256-539-4818 
 

THE SYMPHONY SCHOOL 

Contact:  Christie Weber  

christie@hso.org 

This program is free of charge to all third 

grade students in schools that are spon-

sored.  

For more information, please visit our website  

or call 256-539-4818. 

-After school lessons are $275 per semester and pro-rated after the semester has begun.  

For more information on classes and for scholarship information, visit our website or call 

256-539-4818. 

 

VIOLIN PROGRAM IN THE SCHOOLS 

Every student in a specific grade (usually third grade, but occasionally second or first) 

participates in ten, fifty minute, class violin lessons.  Symphony School teachers work with 

each classroom (about 18-22 students at a time) within a school. The Symphony School 

provides the teachers, materials, curriculum and violins. By lesson three the students are 

playing on real violins during the class. By the end of this class the student has learned to 

handle a violin carefully, position the violin and bow, and to properly play.  

Decatur City, Athens City, Scottsboro City and Hartselle City school systems contract with 

the Symphony School to provide this program within the academic day. We also provide 

this program in a few private schools (by contract) and in most Huntsville City Schools.  

Class dates and times are scheduled with each system or school. Availability is limited. 

After School Program 

Upon completion of this program, students frequently wish to continue learning the violin.  

The Symphony School provides small group after-school lessons for those interested in 

continuing with violin instruction. These 45-minute long lessons are once a week at various 

locations in Huntsville, Decatur, Athens, Scottsboro, and Hartselle.  

 

MASTER CLASSES 

Contact:  Christie Weber 

christie@hso.org 

Admission:  FREE and open to the public 

The Huntsville Symphony Orchestra presents Master Classes with distinguished guest 

artists from around the world. Music students, teachers and the general public are invited to 

attend these events free of charge thanks to the generous sponsors. 

 

Please check the HSO website for a listing of upcoming master classes for the 2011-2012 

season.  The website is:  www.hso.org. 



The Huntsville Symphony Orchestra 
700 Monroe Street 
Huntsville, AL 35801 
256-539-4818 
Contact:  Carole Hamm  
4hamms@bellsouth.net 
www.hso.org 
256-539-4818 

 

YOUNG ARTIST AUDITIONS 

Cost is $40 for students wishing to audition 

 

The HSO Young Artist Auditions provide young musicians an opportunity to perform as 

soloists with a professional symphony orchestra and give recognition to these dedicated 
young musicians for their talent and accomplishments. 

 

Audition information: 

Please check the HSO website for audition dates and repertoire requirements 

 

Eligibility 

Overall winners of the Young Artists Auditions selected to solo with the HSO are not 

eligible to compete in the auditions on ANY instrument during the season immediately 

following their selection. 
 

Any student through twelfth grade in ONE of the following categories is eligible to com-

pete: 

¶ A resident of one of the following counties: Alabama: Colbert, Cullman, DeKalb, 

Franklin, Jackson, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, Madison,  Marion, Marshall, Morgan, 

Winston.  Tennessee: Giles, Franklin, Lincoln. 

¶ A member of the Huntsville Youth Orchestra, Metropolitan Youth Orchestra, or 
Huntsville Symphony Orchestra. 

¶ A son, daughter, or ward of a member of the Huntsville Symphony Orchestra. 

¶ A student of a music teacher residing in Madison County, Alabama. 
A student of a member of the Huntsville Symphony Orchestra. 
Awards 

¶ Finalists will play at the Winners' Recital and will also receive a cash prize. The Win-
ners' Recital will be held at Roberts Hall, UAH and is open to the public. 
Overall winner(s) will solo with the Huntsville Symphony Orchestra during the Young 

People's Concert Series and will receive an additional cash prize. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Huntsville Symphony Orchestra 
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The Huntsville Youth Orchestra 

PO Box 2532 

Huntsville, AL 35804 

(256)880-0622 

Contact: Deborah Brown 

hyomanager@yahoo.com 

www.HuntsvilleYouthOrchestra.Org 
 

 
 

Huntsville Youth Orchestra  

HYO is a vital resource for education, practice and performance. It is a training ground for 

learning teamwork, discipline and meeting challenges that will help the young musicians 
excel whether it is in engineering or science. Now in its 51st year, the Huntsville Youth Or-

chestra invites students from across the Valley studying orchestral instruments (violin, viola, cello, 

bass, flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, horn, trumpet, trombone, tuba, percussion, and harp) to audition 
for a position in the HYO program, one of the Southeastôs premier musical organizations for young 

people.  The orchestra program offers six levels of performance, three are auditioned.  Students 6-18 

partake in a fun, musical experience that may last a lifetime; learn cooperation, discipline and pa-
tience instilled through practice and performance; and develop into musicians who are appreciative 

listeners and dedicated performers.  Fees depend on the orchestra level in which student per-

forms  

 

Summer Programs: The Tennessee Valley Music Festival held each June is a 

day camp open for beginners to advanced players ages 6-18; An extensive staff of profes-

sional musicians from around the country make this the top summer music camp in the 
Tennessee Valley. Sessions available for Orchestra, Band, Piano, and Jazz instruments. 

Needs-based scholarships available. 

 

In-school performances: Instrumental Ensembles, Chamber Groups, Lecture 

demonstrations with the Conductor are available for performing in the schools. These need 

to be scheduled well in advance.  Donations for some chamber groups is appreciated. 

 

Field trips: Arrangements can be made for students to attend a concert. Most concerts 

have free admission. 

 

Competition: There is an annual concerto competition and a juried audition with 

two winners earning fees for attending a summer music camp outside the area.  Competitors 

must be part of the HYO program.  

 

Scholarships: Needs-based Scholarships Available, In-school Programs Available 

for Novice Strings; students can interact with HYO players during Panoply in May.   

 

Lessons: Group lessons available, Auditions are required for most advanced three     

orchestra levels.  
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Independent Musical Productions, Inc. 

PO Box 10066  

Huntsville, AL 35801 

(256)337-9071 

Contact: Susan Stricklin 

sstricklin@gwire.com 

www.imphuntsville.org 
 

A Year With Frog and Toad 

 

Field trip ticket price is $6.00 per person  

 

Performance dates:  

October 1st, 2nd, 4th & 5th  2011 

 

Brochures and Registration Forms are 

available at www.imphuntsville.org., or 

by calling 256-337-9071. 

 

 

Independent Musical Productions, Inc., 

 

Arnold Lobel's well-loved characters hop from the page to the stage in Robert and 

Willie Reale's musical A YEAR WITH FROG AND TOAD. Conceived by Mr. 

Lobel's daughter, Adrianne Lobel, A YEAR WITH FROG AND TOAD remains 

true to the spirit of the original stories as it follows two great friends, the cheerful 

and popular Frog and the rather grumpy Toad through four fun-filled seasons. 

Waking from hibernation in the spring, they proceed to plant gardens, swim, rake 

leaves and go sledding, learning life lessons along the way, including a most im-

portant one about friendship and rejoicing in the attributes that make each of us 

different and special. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Independent Musical Productions 
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Lowe Mill Arts & Entertainment 

2211 Seminole Drive 

Huntsville, AL 35805 

(256)533-0399 

Contact: Marcia Freeland 

marciafreeland@lowemill.net 

 

 

Lowe Mill 
 

Lowe Mill ARTS & Entertainment is an art center that primarily focuses on 

visual arts but also includes a large amount of performance arts. It is a con-

verted 1900ôs cotton mill that now contains studios, foundry, glass blowing 

studio, pottery studio, jewelry studio, theatre, restaurant, classroom, print-

making lad, exhibit spaces, and many more things to come. 

 

1. Site for field trips to view glass blowing, metal casting, pottery , jewelry, 

painting, printmaking, mixed media, sculpture, etc. 

2. Source of information on various art mediums based on the availability 

of artists on hand. 

3. Meeting space for a fee. 

4. Site for photography students to do shoots, when scheduled in advance 

by teachers. 

5. Multiple sites for student art shows based on scheduling. 

6. Alternative site for additional instruction in various mediums based on 

available artistsô schedules. 

7. Potential source for guest artists/lectures.demonstrations for a school. 

  


